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God’s original design for humanity – his image-bearers: 
 

[Genesis 1:26-27] Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our 
likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them. 

 
Jesus, the “second Adam”, lives the human, “image-bearing” life, we were 
intended to live:  
 

● [John 1:18; 14:9-11, NIV] No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who 
is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known. . . . 
[14:9-11] Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in 
me? The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, 
living in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 
 

● [Col. 1:15, NIV] The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all 
creation. 

 
● [2Cor. 4:4, NIV] The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 

cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of 
God. 

 
● [Heb. 1:3, NIV] The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of 

his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
 
God, by the Spirit, is transforming us into the “likeness” of, the “image” of Jesus: 
 

● [Rom. 8:29, NIV]  For those (us, his people) God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son . . .” 
 

● [2 Cor 3:18, NASB]  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror 
(“contemplate”, NIV) the glory of the Lord [= both God and Jesus, 2 Cor. 4:4, 6], are 

 



 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the 
Spirit. 

 
● [Luke 6:40, NIV]  (Jesus said), “The student (“apprentice”) is not above the teacher, but 

everyone who is fully trained will be like their teacher.” 
 

● [1 John 2:6, NASB] The one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the 
same manner as He walked. . . . [1 John 4:17, NASB] “. . . because as He is, so also 
are we in this world.”  
 

● [Eph. 4:11-13, NIV] (Paul wrote), So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the 
evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that 
the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 
knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of 
the fullness of Christ. (Also Col 1:28; Gal. 4:19] 
 

● [1 Cor. 11:1, ESV] (Paul wrote), “ Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ.” 
 

● [1Thess. 1:6, NIV]  (Paul wrote), “You became imitators of us and of the Lord . . .” 
 
 

Also conformed / transformed to be like God: 
 

● [Eph. 4:22-24, NIV] You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 
your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the 
attitude of your minds; 24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 
righteousness [= conformity to God's being and doing, as described in Exodus 34:6-7a] 
and holiness. 

  
● [Col 3:9-14, NIV] Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its 

practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the 
image of its Creator. . . . Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear 
with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. 
Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds 
them all together in perfect unity. [Notice that these virtues are similar to Exodus 34:6-7a 
and Galatians 5:22-23, the fruit of the Spirit.] 
 

● [Eph. 4:32-5:2, NASB] Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just 
as God in Christ also has forgiven you. Therefore, be imitators of God, as beloved 
children and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you [or, “us”] and gave Himself up for 
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 

 


